
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
 

November 23, 2020 

 

The Honorable Emily Murphy 
Administrator 
General Services Administration 
1800 F Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20405 
 
Dear Administrator Murphy:  
 

I write to call on you to immediately ascertain that Joe Biden and Kamala Harris are the 
successful candidates for the office of President and Vice President. Your continued refusal to 
grant the Biden-Harris Transition Team access to critical services and facilities specified in the 
Presidential Transition Act of 19631 impairs the incoming administration’s ability to address the 
coronavirus pandemic, threatening catastrophic consequences for the American people.  

As you are aware, it is your responsibility as the Administrator of the General Services 
Administration (GSA) to begin transition activities as soon as you ascertain “the apparent 
successful candidates for the office of President and Vice President.”2 On November 7, 2020, 
nearly every major news organization declared President-elect Biden and Vice President-elect 
Harris the clear winners of the election. Since then, there has been no evidence to put those 
results into question, and Donald Trump has failed to prove any legal path to victory. Instead, the 
margin of victory has only grown, with President-elect Biden and Vice President-elect Harris 
reaching 306 electoral college votes and nearly 6 million more votes than Donald Trump in the 
popular vote. In the face of these facts, it is unclear on what basis you continue to deny that Joe 
Biden and Kamala Harris are the apparent successful candidates for the office of President and 
Vice President.   

Our country is currently confronting a health and economic crisis unlike any other in our 
lifetimes. As rates of infection from Covid-19 continue to rise and more and more Americans 
face economic uncertainty, the next administration must be prepared to tackle this crisis with 
plans and personnel in place on day one. Your refusal to ascertain the election, however, has 
blocked the Biden-Harris Transition Team from accessing the necessary information and 
resources to prepare for a seamless transfer of power. 

  

 
1 3 U.S.C §102 note. 
2 3 U.S.C §102 note. 






